Opportunities in the U.S. Plastics Industry

JOB PROJECTIONS BY KEY OCCUPATIONS*

There are thousands of jobs in the U.S. plastics industry.
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(25,100) (3,500) (368,000) (21,900) (22,200)

Aside from engineering positions, many job openings in plastics don’t
require a bachelor’s degree, with companies providing on-the-job training.
*% CHANGE FROM 2023 AND PROJECTED JOBS BY 2033 FOR SELECTED OCCUPATIONS.

WAGES

Wages for plastics workers routinely outpace national averages.

Median Annual Wage in U.S. in All Industries Median Annual Wage in Plastics
(w/High School Diploma or Equivalent) (w/High School Diploma or Equivalent)

$46,748 $60,459

(29.3% higher than wages nationally)

National Average Wage by Job Type in Plastics**

(Currently in Demand)

ENGINEERS MACHINISTS PRODUCTION WORKERS MECHANICS
$97K+ $60K+ $41K+ $62K+

National 90th Percentile Wage by Job Type in Plastics**

(Currently in Demand)

ENGINEERS MACHINISTS PRODUCTION WORKERS MECHANICS
$131K+ $78K+ $58K+ $79K+

**Wage varies by state and occupation type
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REPORTS 2024. LEARN MORE AT: plasticsindustry.org/resources/member-resources-data-reports/
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